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Confidential 
1082/3754 


Pe > 
With the compli ments 


of the 
British Legation in Libya, 
Tripoli, Libya. 
African Department, 


Foreign Office, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
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British Legation in Libya, 
Tripoli, 
Libya. 


Confidential May 6, 1954. 


1082/3/5h, ae \a. 
anc 


We have spoken to Giles’ about tigthening the 
police control on the Tunisian frontier, as instructed 
in your letter No. 1643/27/5h. The French Minister sent 
Bistos to speak to us here about it and also about his 
fear that some twenty Tunisians allegedly undergoing 
terrorist training at Zavia would shortly attempt to 
enter Tunisia. 


26 Giles says he has a small police post, equipped 
with wireless and under a British officer, watching the 
frontier near Nalut. It would help him if the French 
could supply details of caravan routes taken by the 
arms smugglers or of the movements of any particular 
caravan on the march towards the frontier. He seems 
quite willing to cooperate where possible, though he 
suspects that the French are bringing this subject up 
every so often as a matter of routine to keep the 
Tripolitanian Police on the alert. Giles pleads the 
practical difficulty of keeping a close watch on such 
a long frontier. 


3. I am sending copies of this letter to African 
Department and Tunis. 


(f. C. Ravensdale) 


Sir A. Kirkbride, K.C.M.G@. C.V.0. 0.B.E. M.C., 


Benghazi. 
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conditions 


26 Dumar¢easy has spoken recently to Clinton-Thomas about the 
activities of Tunisians in Tripolitania. As usual he made a 
number of vague statements about arms smuggling and about 
terrorists training in Tripolitania but could not give any 

m * 4 


specific dates such as would enable the Tripolitanian authorities 
to take action. ; 


Dumargay said thatthe Tunisian authorities had definite 
proof of terrorist training but he admitted later in the 
conversation that he had not communicated this "proof" to the 
Libyan Government. My experience is that such "proof" usually 
turns out to be an uncorroborated statement of a prisoner or of 
an agent. 


Se Clinton-Thomas asked Dumargay to get some indication of the 
routes used by arms smugglers so that the police patrols in th 
areas could be strengthened. 


Dumar¢gay had no other suggestion to make but asked that any 
reports which we received about the activities of Tunisian 
refugees in Libya should be passed on to the French Legation. 
This Clinton-Thomas promised to do. 


4. I spoke to the Libyan Prime Minister on the subject on the 
9th of June, 1954, and he said that, in his view, the French 
reports were greatly exaggerated and that the Tripolitanian 
police were doing what they could to control the frontier and 
would continue to do so. He had asked Dumargay for more 
specific news of the routes used by arms smugglers and terrorists. 


De In spite of the helpful attitude of the Libyan Prime 
Minister, I do not anticipate that any more vositive action will 
be taken in this country until the French produce more concrete 
information than they have done hitherto. 


6. I am copying this letter to Williams. 


Yours ever, 


T.E. Bromley, Esq., 
African Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1. 
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Thank you for your letter 1081/6/54 of 
June 11 about the activities of so-called 
Tunisian terrorists in Tripolitania. The 
French stnints toi 2 mentioned this matter 
recently to,kirkpatrick and has now 2eft-with 
in ee d ‘menlérandum whieh,;—es—ou : oe (copies 
. encased) WK, Aa Yon 
will see, gives the names of certain camps 
which are supposed to be used as assembly 
and training points for Tunisian terrorists. 
2. We have made it clear to the French 
Ambassador that the activities of "Tunisian 
terrorists" in Libya are a problem for the 
French Government to raise with the Libyan 
authorities direct but, as I indicated in my 
letter JF.1015/29 of June 2, we are inclined 
to think that this is a good opportunity of 
showing the French fer we are ready to give 
Wye can IA fash Ay 
them/support/in preserving law and order 
in Tunisia. i : We have 
therefore informed the French Ambassador of 
the talk which you had with the Libyan Prime 
Minister and of the fact that ee ay disposed 
to be reasonably helpful provided{the French 
Owe 
were able to supply details about the alleged 
thon 
activities ofjf"Tunisian nationalists" s-whieh 
, 63 ; Sig etd 
doin—_the pasta We have also asked the 
French Embassy to let us have any details that 
ae j e about alleged arms smuggling 
across the Libyan-Tunisian border. We have, 


orrdourse, left the French under no illusions 
. fabout 


Y ijhsaz’ 


about the practical difficulties of invalyed in 
identifying particular individuals in these 
terrorist camps and also in guarding the 
long and largely desert frontier between 
Libya and Tunis. 

3. On the basis of the information now 
supplied by the French Ambassador I hope 
that you will be able, in consultation with 
your French colleague, to take some further 
action to encourage the Libyan authorities 
to carry out an investigation in the 

four camps to which they have referred. 

We should also be glad to know whether your 
information confirms the existence of a 
So-called Punisian “army of liberation" in 
Libya and also the part played by the 
"Comité de libération du Magreb" and by 

Ali Zlitini. 

4. I am sending a copy of this letter 

and of the enclosure to Tripoli ard to 
Williams in Tunis im—continuation-of tr” 
letter dF: +015/29-+o tim of—Fune—s ard 
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3. mn the bagis of the 
Prench Ambassador I hepe 

consultation with your 

action to eneourage 

an investigation ix 

referred. @ eh 
information confirms the existence of a 
"army of liberation” in Libya and also ¢ 
‘Comité de libération du Magreb” and b) 
am sending a copy of thie letter 
111i, to Yilliams in Tunis and to 


as 


Sir Alec Kirkbride, %.. 


Benghazi. 
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Afric Department. 


Monsieur de Beaumarchais of the French 
Embassy called this afternoon and expressed 
me the gratitude of the neh Government 
the assistance given by Sir A. Kirkbride to 
French authorities ir i regarding terrori 
camps operati 1 1 He 
said that valuable 
information 
contacts of 


a § 


(JF 108i/*R) FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
SECRET July 7, 1954. 


An Lrasacoler 


In continuation of my letter 1015/40 of 
June 23, about the activities of so-called Tunisim 
terrorists in Tripolitania, I am writing to 
let you know that a menber of the French Embassy 
called on fvelyn Shuckburgh yesterday ofternoon 
and expressed to him the gratitude of the 
French Government for the help which you had 
given to the French Legation in Libya with 
regard to the camps in which some of these 
Tunisian terrorists are thought to be living. 
I understand that youwere also able to supply 
the French Legation with a good deal of valuable 
information about the contacts which these 
Tunisians have established with Egypt. 


2e I am sending copies of this letter to 
Ffelgl oes to Williams in Tunis and to Mayall 
n Paris. 


RIQVT 


Tow 
[ga (2.8. romley) 


Sir Alec Kirkbride, K.C.M.G., CeV.0-, 
BENGHAZI. 
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Minutes 


African Department, 


Monsieur de Beaumarchais, when he 
called this afternoon to give me a copy 
of his Ambassador's letter to Sir Ivone 

Kirkpatrick about the training of gangsters 

in Libya, launched into a rather curious 

naive enquiry about British policy on 
Middle East Defence. He said that there 
were many things going on there such as the 
Pakistan-Turkish Pact, and he wondered 
whether we had in mind a plan which could 
coordinate defence arrangements throughout 
that part of the world. 


2. I could not really make out what he 
was trying to get at but I said that I 2 
Jdia not think we could form a final view 
on the future defence arrangements for the 
Middle East until we had reached an 
agreement with Egypt over the Canal Zone, 
That was our present main objective. We 
were naturally in favour of the attraction 
which the Turkish-Pakistan Pact was 
exercising on other Middle East states; 
and we had other specific objectives such 
as an oil settlement with Persia, an 
arbitration of the dispute with Saudi- 
Arabia and an improvement of the situation 
on the borders of Jordan and Israel. Apart 
from these, however, I did not think we 


had any very immediate plans, w new 
“ovenal “ pry ‘ m~ nen pice 
CV pray 


(C.A.E. Shuckburgh) 
June 18, 1954, 
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AMBASSADE DE FRANCE 
LONDRES 


18 juin 195l. 


Comme suite & L'entretien que nous avons eu le 14 
juin et pour répondre au désir que vous avez exprimé, je 
vous adresse sous ce pli une note sur les activités du 
Neo-Destour en Libye. 


Il existe, vous le constaterez, un lien direct 
entre l'activité en territoire libyen des centres d'entrai- 
nement de commandos tunisiemet la recrudescence actuelle 
du terrorisme en Tunisie. 


Je n'ai pas besoin de vous signaler tout l'intérét 


gue nous avons les uns et les autres & prevenir la création 
en Afrigue du Nord d'une zone de troubles et d‘'insécurité. 


Le Gouvernement frangais ne néglige pour sa part 
aucun effort pour qu'il soit mis fin aussi rapidement que 
possible & une situation de plus en plus préoccupante. 

Il est convaincu qu'en ce gui le concerne, le Gouvernement 
britannique s'emploiera & inciter les autorités libyennes 
€ la prudence, tout en soulignant les conséquences qu‘ une 
extension du désordre pourrait, & la longue, entrainer 
pour la Libye elle-méme./. 
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Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick, G.OC.M.G.,. K.C.B. 
Permanent Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 


S.W. le 


NOYE SUR LES ACTIVITES 
DU NHO-DESTOUR EN LIBYE 


Le Néo-Destour dispose en Libye d ul organisation qui 


W 


: 


du " Comité de libération du Magreb" du Caire et qui 
direction et la coordination des actions terroristes 
par les " fellaghas" dans le Sud-tunisien. 
Cette organisation est dirigée par Ali Zlitini, lequel 
a son Etat-Major A Tripoli et un bureau & Benghazi. Ses par- 
tisans sont rassemblés et instruits dans plusieurs 
notamment Castel-Benito, Zavia et Nalout. Le plus important 
de ces camps est situé & 5 kms. environ de la garnison 
britannique du lame Hussards 4 Sabrata. 

Le but de l'organisation en guestion est essentiellement 
de former des cadres gui s‘'infiltrent en Tunisie dans les 
récions parcourues par les "fellaghas" avec pour mission 
d'y lever les éléments d'une "Armée de la libération". Plus 
a'une centaine de Tunisiens instruits dans les camps de 
Tripolitaine se trouvent d'ores et déj& dans le sud tunisien 
ot ils exercent le commandement de groupes terroristes. 

Les autorités lybiennes, gui accordent automatiquement 
le statut de réfugié politique A tout Tunisien présenté par 


le bureau du Neo-Destour, affectent de considérer ces camps 


d'entrainement comme des camps d'hébergement. Si elles 


/ 
Oe 18 fake 


n'ont fourni jusqu 

camps, il est 
Comité 

cet évard gue, 


certains milieux 


tion des 


' < 


‘ 


aide mat 


oes) a oe 
neutrati ve 


oression la Ligne Arabe 


7 


reb'"'". Il est A noter 
dont il bénéf 
libyens, Ali Zlitini 


intentions de 


m_| JEIO8 


FROM 


ae hog Joc Crema ord 


te Berm Sy . aoe Bole. 
SFORFI obost” Rrreriak Camps The Rermmmende thet femsea the 
Bn get ae 
ae ducaks ark are eae sm Fare ae 
ee a a ee 


No. 


References to former relevant papers MINUTES 


a See latin 


i ialé 


(Action | 
completed) | (Index) 


Refcrences to later relevant papers 


ae 


Ss Ee 
~( 


ACTIVITIES OF TUNISIAN TERRORISTS IN LIBYA 

Peer sea the Pred AnCaaades AU ERG 7 Kibpa leh. 

The French have frequently complained about the existence 
of what they describe as Tunisian terrorist camps in Libya and 
about alleged arms smuggling across the Libyan-Tunisian border. 
They have never supplied any specific details about these 
"terrorist activities", and at the end of last month we asked 
the Consul-General in Tunis to try to obtain more specific 
information from the French authorities in Tunisia so that 
Sir A. Kirkbride could support the French Legation in Benghazi 
in taking the matter up once again with the Libyan Government. 
De We have now heard from Sir A. Kirkbride that he discussed 
the matter with the Libyan Prime Minister, who was disposed 
to be reasonably helpful but who once again complained that the 
French did not support their allegations by supplying specific 
details. 

3. The French Ambassador has now supplied some details about 


"terrorist camps" in Libya and we can pass this information on 


to Sir A. Kirkbride. We have also asked Monsieur de 


Beaumarchais of the French Embassy to let us have any more 
details that are available to the French authorities about arms 
smuggling across the Libyan-Tunisian border. 

4. The question of "Tunisian terrorist activities" in Libya 

is, of course, primarily one for the French to take up with the 
Libyan Government direct through the French Legation in Benghazi. 
The standing of the French in Libya is, however, poor and the 
Libyan Government would be very unlikely to take any action in 
the matter unless we used our good offices to support the 

French. Moreover, there is likely to be considerable sympathy 
in certain quarters in Libya for the activities of the 

Neo Destour Party in Tunis, while even if the Libyan Government 
were prepared to co-operate in checking "Tunisian terrorist 
activities" on their territory the physical difficulties involved 


/in 


in identifying alleged terrorist agents in Libyan carbs and 

in watching the long and largely desert frontier between 

Libya and Tunisia would make their task rather difficult. 

De On the other hand, these developments do give us an 
opportunity of making clear to the French that we are prepared 

to help them to preserve law and order in North Africa so far 

as we can. If our intervention is successful in checking in 
any way the activities of "Tunisian terrorists" in Libya it 

might possibly at a later stage provide us with an opportunity 
of suggesting to the French that, once law and order had been 
restored in Tunisia, they should proceed rather more quickly 
with the policy of reform upon which they have embarked. 
Recomnendation 

6. The Department recommend that through Her Majesty's Legation 
in Libya we should continue to use our good offices in supporting 
French representations to the Libyan Government on the subject 

of the activities of the alleged Tunisian terrorists in Libya. 


A draft letter which Sir I. Kirkpatrick may like to send to the 
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Draft. ype Thank you for your letter of June 18 


enclosing a note containing some details about 
French Ambassado 

certain camps in Libya which, according to 
from: 

your information, contain persons who have 
Sir Ivone 
Kirkpatrick bpown engaged in terrorist activities in 


Tunisia, 

reve I understand that the French Legation in 
Libya has already taken this matter up with 
the Libyan Government, and on our instructions 
Sir A. Kirkbride ,-HenMajesty's—Minister_in— 
Libya, has atse discussed the matter with, the 
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of arms across the Libyan-Tunisian Prontier. 


or course, 
LETTER DESPATCHE 


essentially one for the French Gove Genet Z 
BY 


take up direct with the Libyan Government we 
SIR 1. KIRKPATRICK’ 
OFFICE are prepared to use our good/offices tom 
4 oie baste Guts oe 
support any representations, Ohit—she-Fesneh 


dovermmentnay_neke-in/untsie—onthie 
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coathin—cunnterea-Libye,- Phe Libyan Prime 
Minister dees-in-fact seemsdisposed to be 
helpful provided that he is given precise 
details to support the representations whieh 
ate made to him. As you will understand, 


/however 


however, there may well be oonsideranlé 


practieal ees ty airs identifying 
particular Mdividuals in the camps +e—which 
you-have_referned~end—there—ts-tne further 
ERIE ie hegthgs Libyan-Tunisian frontier is 
very long endydifficult to.watch even if the 
police on both sides of Peas ees were 
more fiinéroul than im-faeet they are-et—— 
presént.— 

4. We will,\however, continue to support 
the representahions which the French 
Government mike ‘to the Libyan\authorities 

on this subject and will pass oh any further 


details that you mam Supply to usy 
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SECRE June 22; 1954. 


Thank you for your letter of Jume 13 enclosing a 
note containing some details about certain camps in 
Libya which, eccording to your information, contain 
persons who have engeged in terrorist activities in 
Tunisia. 


I understand that the French Legation in Libya 
has alreacy taken this matter up with the Libyan 
Govermaent, and on our instructions Sir a. Kirkbride 

has discussed th: seein with the Libyan Prime Minister. 
Il am sending him your note and asking him to support 
your Government's representations by bringing the 
information in it to the attention of the Libyan 
Government. It would be helpful if Your Lxcellency 
would send me eny more details that may become available 
about the alleged smugsling of arms across the Libyan- 
Tunisian frontier. 


IWONE KIRKPATRICK 


Hie Excellency 
The French Ambassador. 
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Legation 
Benghazi. 


June 
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In continuation of my letter 1081/6/54 of June 
11, 1954, about Tunisia, I enclose herewith a 
report from Tripoli on the subject of the 
information supplied by the French Legation to the 
Tripolitanian police about alleged activities of 
Tunisians in Libya. 


Dear Bromley, 


I am copying this letter and its enclosure 
to Williams. 


Yours ever, 


i a 


T.E. Bromley, Hsq., 
African Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1l. 


Tunisian activities in Libya. 


I saw Giles this morning (June llth) and he gave me the 
following information. 


26 On Wednesday June 2nd at the Italian ‘ational Day Party 
Dumarcay spoke to Giles on the subject of Tunisian activities in 
Tripolitania on the lines on which he has already spoken to H.M.M. 
and Clinton-Thomas. Giles asked for facts and details, not 
generalities; and Dumarcay asked him to speak to Bistos. (Bistos 
has the cover of Second Secretary but: is “in fact.the Hrench 
Intelligence Service representative in Libya. 


Dis Bistos saw Giles on Sunday June 6th. He asked Giles for 
information on 


movements of Tunisians in Libya, 
movements of arms and ammunition, 


general information on Tunisians. 


S 


$s again asked for facts to give him something to work 
for the names of the 9 terrorists recently killed in 


Tunisia 

(Bistos couldn't give him the names). If the French would give 
him particulars of routes used by the arms traffic, he would 
arrange for them to be ambushed and patrolled. Bistos could not 
give him that information; he said that they were not really 
interested in the traffic in arms and ammunition, and would 
prefer information about the movements, training etc., of 
Tunisians in Libya. 


Ie Bistos said: 
(a) the bandits in Tunisia wore British battle dress, 


(b) their arms were Italian except for hand grenades, which 
were mixed British and Italian, and pistols, which were 
all British, 


(c) Shawki Saad (Head of the Tripolitanian C.I.D.) was paid 
by the Tunisians in Tripoli to give them information, 


The Egyptian I.A.M. (Muslim Brotherhood) were working 
direct to the bandits in Tunisia through Libya. The 
French had arrested a man called Bushiwa Ayad Sid at 
Ben Ghadam in Tunis who was carrying documents from the 
I.A.M. in Cairo to the bandits and who had passed 
through Libya. They were going to protest to the 
Libyans about this. 


6. Giles asked for proof of the allegation about Shawki (para. 
5(c)) and asked why they (the French) didn't approach Shawki. 
Bistos said they had tried to work with Shawki but they found 
that they were telling him more than they were getting from him, 
They were certain that their allegation was correct. 


8. Bistos also produced a photostat of a letter which purported 
to have been written by Ali Zlitni (the leader of the Tunisian 


Refugee/ 


Refugee organisation in Tripoli) to a Tunisian Arab: the letter 
was innocuous except for a statement that they were shortly 
sending 19 people to Gafsa and a request for the method of 
contacting the "group" at Si Azzedini. 


Ss Bistos also produced a copy of a long statement of a Tunisian 
refugee to Libya whom the French had arrested on his return to 
Tunis. The statement described the Tunisian organisation in 
Libya in detail, and mentions names and places which we know are 
correct. He was at the camp at Castel Benito: no arms were kept 
there because of the frequent visits made by the Libyan Police 

(an unsolicited testimonial for Giles which it is hoped the French 
appreciated); the only training was P.T. and arms drill with 
wooden dummy rifles. He describes the camp at Zavia as being 

for completely trustworthy Tunisians only, and gives as his 
opinion that it is also an arms dump. He saw no arms and 
ammunition nor any movement of them, but he states - on what 
grounds is not clear - that there is such a traffic through Libya. 
It originates in the Cyrenaican Jebel (even arms from abroad are 
first sent to Cyrenaica) and then passes through Tripolitania - 

in varticular the Zavia depot. The report is very weak on the 
subject of arms and guerilla training. 


9. Giles promised to study the papers and to help as much as he 
could, mentioning again the need for something solid for him to 
work on. 
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ARMS SMUGGLING BETWEEN TRIPOLI AND TUNIS 


The deterioration in the political situation in Tunis has 
resulted in fresh complaints by the French about the existence 
of what they describe as "Tunisian terrorist camps" in Libya 
and alleged arms smuggling across the Libyan-Tunisian border. 
2. Monsieur Massigli left a memorandum on this subject with 
I. Kirkpatrick ‘ew days ago and for the first time the 

certain camps in Tripoli in which 

ed to receive their training. 
These were Castel-—Benito, Zavia ane 
Enbassy are also to supply us with any detai 
about the arms smuggling activities across the Libyan-Tunisi 
frontier. In addition our Consul General in Tunis has been 
informed by the French authorities that certain Tunisian 
prisoners of war from Indo-China have been ser ia Cairo to 
camps in Tripoli in order to be trained in rrorist activities 
Tunisia. 
oy While this matter is primarily one for the French to take 


up with the Libyan Government direct M. Massigli has 


informed that we are prepared to support the representations 


which the French have made to the Libyans and all tt informatio 


in our possession has now been passed on to Sir A. Kirkbride. 


| 
S 


A 


The Libyan Prime Minister has shown himself to be reasonably 
helpful when Sir.A. Kirkbride has raised the matter with him in 
general terms in the past. It is quite clear that unless we 
do support the French they would probably achieve very little 
as their standing in Libya is very low. It is in our general 
interest to do what we can to support the French position in 
North Africa and in any case as Gi the Commandant of the 
Tripojitanian Police, is British we cannot avoid being drawn 
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know of no evidence i cating the existence of a 
of Liberation in Libya but there may well exist indivi 
for publicity purposes claim to belong to such an 
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I will seize any further apportunities which occur to a 
French in this matter but the trouble is that the sympat 
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all Libyans are on the side of the Tunisians who 
self-government and, that being so, no Libyan Govern ament 
the view that the harbouring or assisting of Tunisiar 
2 es in Libya is an offence. Neither will they concede 
the point that a refugee should refrain from political activities, 
/In 


1re Tigh’ 


such a thing is never done in the Arab World. 
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African Department, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


ACTIVITIES OF TUNISIAN NATIONALISTS 
N_TRIPOLITANLA 


x 
30 pail 


A 


Sir A. Kirkbride's letter of June 
side of the picture. We have made it clear 
Ambassador in London that we are prepared to support the 
representations which the French Legation in Libya have 


4 


been making about the activities of Tunisian nationalists in 


Tripolitania, but we must t, of course, become direc 

involved ourselves. Our intention 

French that we are willing to be generally helpful over 

their difficulties in North Africa, and we have already 

passed on to Sir A. Kirkbride their thanks for his help. 

We must certainly not embarrass our own position in Libys 

becoming too zealous in our advocacy of the French point 

of view. On no account, of course, 

in Libya be brought into the matter at all, and t 

in fact been no suggestion by the French that they are in 

any way concerned. It is doubtful whether the reference 

to a British military camp in the second paragraph of 

iQ. Massigli's note is more than an indication that the 

whereabouts of these Tunisian nationalist camps are well 

known in Libya. 

Qe There is no doubt that Tunisian nationalism commands 
comsdes hte 

OYRRM Rete support in Libya and in the circumstances it 

is remarkable that the Libyan Prime Minister has been 

prepared to listen to the representations which Sir. A. 

Kirkbride has made to him on this subject. His comment to 

the Minister of State on the relative position which we and 


the French occupy in the eyes of the Arabs is of some 


/interest 


SK 


interest in this connection. 


A 


oe A dara reply to Sir A. Kirkbride is attached. 
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ir A. Kirkbride 
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Thank you for your letter 1081/11/5l: ofp 
June 30 about the activities of Tunisian 
nationali ipolitania. 

le entirely agree that ouf general 
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[Tunisian nationalists and in the circumstances 
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Libyan Prime Minister to be as helpful as he 
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be am sending copies of this letter to the 
Chancery in Tripoli, to Williams in Tunis and 


to Mayall in Par amare 
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(J? 1081/9) FOREIGN OFFICE, Seliete 


SRORE 


July 20, 195lie 


Ma deat Ontrranorde, 


Thank you for your letter 10381/11/5 of June 30 
about the activities of Tunisian nationalists in Tripolitania,. 


ee sé entirely agree that our general policy of showing 
the french whenever a suitable opportunity arises that we 
are prepared to give them some help in their present 
difficuities in horth Africa mast not develop into our 
taking the lead in making representations direct to the 
Libyans about the activities of Tunisian nationalists. te 
ean do no more in fact than pass on to the French such 
information as comes our way and give general support to 
them in any representations that they makee I mentioned to 
you in my letter (J 1081/2) of July 7 the gratitude of the 
yrench for what you have already been able to do in this 
Peapectse 6 you quite rightly say, there can be no 
guestion whatever of british troops in Libya being involved 
in this matter in any way and, to give them their due, I do 
not think taat the French have seriously considered that 

@S @ possibilitye 


Be “@ quite recognise that public opinion in Libya is 
generally sympathetic to the Tunisian nationalists and in 
the circumstances it is remarkable that you have persuaded 
the Libyan Prime Minister to be as helpful as he has been 
on this issue, particularly in view of what he said to the 
Minister of State about the relative position which we and 
the French ocoupy in Arab eyes (see paragraph & of ay letter 
JT 1052/7 of duly 13). 


lie i am sending copies of this letter to the Chancery in 
Tripoli, to Williame in Tunis and to Mayall in Paris. 


pees 
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[Ssa\ (T. K. Bromley) 
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British Embassy, 


CONFIDENTIAL Paris. 
1079/45/5u 
in UAY 22 rent DOs... 


INDEXED) § -— 
Dear Department, ad [> (Og! lO 
YW 


Senet es 
As the question of the activity of Tunisian 
nationalists in Tripolitania has recently been 
aired in the French press, we should be glad to 
have a copy of Kirkbride's letter to Bromley 
1081/11/54. of June 30 which is referred to in 
/ Bromley’ s reply of July 20 (JF.1081/9) of which 
/ he sent Mayall a copy. 


es f\&' | \ 
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African Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.Wel. 
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(JF 1084/10) FOREIGY OCPFICE, &.Wete 
July 26, 495k. 


Dear Chancery, 


Please refer to your letter 1079/45/5h about 
the activities of Tunisian nationaliste in 
Tripolitania. 


2. fe will send you a copy of Kirkbride's letter 
1081/11/54 as soom as it is available, but we are 


surprised that you have not received it, since 
at the end of hie letter Kirkbride specifically 
states that it was copied to you, Perhaps you 
could have another look, and we should also be 
grateful if Benghazi (to whom we are copying 
this letter) would make certain that your copy 
was despatched, 


Yours ever, 
APRICANW DEPARTHMAYT, 
The Chancery, 


Britich Embassy, 
Paris, 


BRITISH 3 / 
DALL Lon iV LDA 


Paris. 


sents 5 a July 30, 1954. 


ad 


J FL08 (0 ol), 


‘¢ 
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/ 


Dear Department, 


Thank you for your letter of July 28 
JF 1081/10) about Kirkbride's letter 
1081/11/54). We confirm that we have 
never received it. 


Ze We are sending a copy of this letter 


to the Chancery at Benghazi. 
Yours ever, 


i LANCE RY. 


African Department, 
Foreign Office, 
S . W. i 7 


British Embassy in Libya, 
(W-1081/ ne BENGHAZI « 


IF 1081/10 (6 } ee 


ees Department, 


Please refer to your letter JF 1081/10 of July 28 
to Paris. 


2. We regret that owing to an oversight our letter 
1081/11/54. was not copied to Paris. We presume that 
ee “Paris have now received a copy direct from you. 


TFiI08! § 3. We are copying this letter to Paris. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 


African Department, 
Foreign Office, 


IONDON, S.W.1. 
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1103/601/59 July 26, 1954 


CONFIDENTIAL 


UFIOSI a7 DEXED 
Dear (24ert, | Sonepat i 


Your letter No. JF 1015/29 of June 2, 1954. 


The newspapers here have recently been publishing articles 
about the training of terrorists in Libya and "Tunisie-France" 
in commenting on an article by Eric Ollivier in "Figaro" 
suggested that were Her Majesty's Government to be faced 
With anti-British terrorists trained in camps in Tunisia 
occasion would no doubt have been taken to cause a bomber 
accidentally to drop bombs on the camp and clean up the 
terrorists. A second article however suggested that in 
fact there were no camps as such and that the training 
was done secretly in small farms hidden away in the country. 


I took occasion to raise this matter once again with 
Fourrier Ruelle and to ask if he would give me details 
about the camps. He hastened to say,firstly, that he was 
assured that Anglo-French cooperation in Libya over this 
question was excellent so that. all needful action was being 
taken locally and secondly, that "Tunisie France" was a 
disreputable paper which he wa trying to suppress if he 
could catch it out. 


The French here are inclined to feel that the British 
ought to be still in charge in Libya and I doubt whether 
the popular reproach that we are aiding and abetting the 
terrorists will die very quickly. 


I have sent a copy of this letter to the Chanceries at 


Paris, Benghazi and Tripoli. 
LO ave. 
J 


(A eM. Wi lliams) 


P.S. Since writing this letter I received on July 28 copies of 
the June and July correspondence with Benghazi, ending with your 
letter JF 1081/20 of July 7 to Kirkbride 
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British Embassy in Libya, 
Cyrene. 


Confidential September 6, 1954. 
1081/18/54 


108 [iy 


ee ee ee ee eee 


My dear Bromley, 


Please refer to the correspondence @nding with my letter No. 
1081/13/54 of the 17th July on the subject of the activities in 
Libya of Tunisian refugees. 


Ps: My French colleague came to see me on the 5th of September, 
1954, and gave me the following information on the subject. 
Apparently the group of refugees controlled by the Neo-Dustur 
party, of which Ali Zlitni is the local agent, are now in-active 
and are preparing to return to Tunisia as soon as arrangements 
can be made by the new administration there to ensure that they 
are not vrosecuted when they get there, The second group, 
under the leadership of 'Bzz ed Din Azooz, which is controlled 
by the Akhwan el Muslimeen in Cairo, has received orders to 
remain “active” and to cooperate with members of the same 
organisation who were still resisting in Tunisia. 


Dumarcay said that he had asked the Libyan Prime Minister 
a few days ago to have the second group of refugees moved to 
Cyrenaica where they Would be too far away to dabble in Tunisian 
affairs. He did not anticipate, however, thatthe Prime 
Minister would, in fact, do anything in response to this 
démarche. 


3s Dumar¢cay thought that the guerilla activities in Tunisia 
would end Soon now that the Neo-Dustur party were cooperating 
with the new administration and he did not, therefore, 
anticipate that the presence of ‘Ezz ed Din Azooz and his people 
in Tripolitania would constitute a problem for long. 


4. Dumarcay then produced an interesting piece of information 
which I have not yet been able to check. He said that the 
Libyan Government had been asked by the Egyptian Government to 
allow a number of Tunisian volunteers, who had been operating 
against the British forces in the Canal Zone, to move into 

Libya from whence they could make their own way back to Tunisia. 
The Libyan Government had replied that any Tunisians wishing to 
pass through Libya in direct transit to Tunisia would be given 
facilities but that people who were going to swell the number of 
refugees in Libya would not be admitted. According to Dumarcay 
numbers of Tunisians were nevertheless being put across the 
Libyan-Egyptian frontier by the Egyptian authorities. 


5. I am copying this letter to Tunis and to Fayid. 


Yours ever, 


T.E. Bromley, Hsq., 
African Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 5.W.1. 
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British Embassy in Libya, 
Benghazi. 


Confidential September 28, 195. 
T081/720/75 


My dear Bromley, 
x 
Please refer to the correspondence ending with my letter 
No. 1081/18/54 of September 6 on the subject of Tunisian 
refugees in Libya. 


26 My French colleague tells me that of the 300, more or less, 
Tunisian refugees now in Libya, about 250 can be repatriated 
without further formality. He is proceeding to Tunis within 
the next few days in order to make the necessary arrangements 
for that to be done. 


3e The remaining 50 odd refugees are people against whom 

there may be criminal charges pending and it is therefore 
impossible to repatriate them under any sort of undertaking 

that they will be immune from judicial processes once they 

have returned to Tunis. The Libyan Prime Minister has promised 
to move this remnant to the old camps at Misurata where they 
will be too far from the Tunisian frontier to get into mischief 


he aan agreed with my that the hest guarantee against 


these people doing any more harm was the restoration of 
confidence and the peaceful administration of Tunisia. 


5e I am copying this letter to Tunis and to Fayid. 


Yours ever, 


T.E. Bromley, Esq; 
African Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.Wele 
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British Embassy in Libya, 
Benghazi. 


1081/21/54 October 20, 195l. 
Confidential INE ' 


Ae joes] : 


My dear Bromley, 


Please refer to my letter 1081/20/54 dated the 28th of 
September, 1954, on the subject of Tunisian refugees in Libya. 


2e The process of repatriating these people has not worked 

out as was expected. The French Legation here appears to have 
committed a psychological error in vaunting in the local press 
the clemency of the French Government in being prepared to allow 
these people to return freely to their homes. 


The Party Office of the Neo-Dustur retorted with a 
communiqué to the effect that it was for the Tunisians themselves 
to decide whenad how the refugees would return home and that 
the matter would be settled in the current negotiations between 
French and Tunisian representatives. The appearance of this 
communiqué resulted in no one coming forward for repatriation 
and in the Libyan Government declining to press anyone to do so. 


De As no repatriations have been effected, the question of 
moving the remnant of the refugees to Misurata has not arisen. 


he I am copying this letter to Tunis and to Fayid. 


Yours ever, 


T.E. Bromley, Esq, 
African Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE,,S.W.1. 
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CONFIDENTIAL BRITISH EMBASSY, 
( 1079/67/54.) Paris. 


November 19, 1954. 


—_—_— 


Ms one 


, 


In his letter of July 19° to Evelyn Shuckburgh about his 
call on M. Fouchet, the Ambassador gave an account of 
M. Fouchet's complaints about a Tunisian Fellagha camp in 
Libya. In his reply No. JF 1015/81; 0f August 11, Shuckburgh 
said that you had already “received a memorandum on this 
subject from the French Embassy in London. 


After the Ambassador's conversation with Fouchet, we 
reminded his private office several times that we were 
expecting to receive more details of the camp or camps, 
MmMsiuAzornrgne-trmrescusarion,, but nothing was forthcoming. 
However, on November 5 an article appeared in Paris Match 
about the Fellagha in which allegations were again made that 
the Tunisian Fellagha were being trained in, and supplied 
from Libya, and that the British were at the least turning 
a blind eye on these activities. The next day, on the 
Ambassador's instructions, I spoke to Basdevant at the Ministry 
of Tunisian and ‘Moroccan Affairs about the way that these 
stories kept cropping up in the French press; and I 
reminded him of the Ambassador's conversation with M. Fouchet 
in July. I told Basdevant that we would be willing to do 
anything we could to help vis- a-Vis the Libyan authorities, 
but if there was no evidence to work ongit was really most 
annoying to have these stories circulating. 


Basdevant said that he was probably a little out of touch 
with the matter because Libya fell partly within the orbit 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. However, he would find 
out what the evidence was and whether there was anything they 
would ask us to do. Apparently as the result of this 
interview, Maillard asked Beith to call on November 1/7 and 
handed him the attached aide mémoire. Maillard did not have 
any particular comment to make, byt he and Beith agreed that 
the best way of tackling the allégations was by contacts 
between our two Missions in Liye, as suggested in the aide 
memoire. 


I am sending copies of this letter and its enclosure to 
the Chancery, Tripoli. 


(o.-. “Dutt 
T. E. Bromley, Esq., 
African Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, 5S.W.1. 


MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGHRES 


Paris, le 15 novembre 1954. 
AIDE MEMOLRE 


L' Ambassade de Grande Bretagne & Paris a bien voulu demander 
au Ministere des Affaires Marocaines et Tunisiennes de lui faire 
connaitre l' appréciation du gouvernement frangais au sujet de 
la collaboration des services britanniques ja l' action menée 
par leg services frangais contre certains éléments qui, 
réfugiés en Libye, soutiennent des mouvements de rebellion en 
Tunisie. 


Dp apres les derniéres informations regues a ce sujet de 
Tripoli, les services britanniques ont fait parvenir a la 
Légation de France en Libye, dans le courant de juin et de 
juillet, deux notes de renseignements sur le financement de 
1' organisation néo-desoutrienne de Tripoli et sur un trafic 
d'armes en direction de la Tunisie. 


Aucun autre élément d'information n'a été, depuis cette 
épogue, communiqué par les Services britanniques, dont les 
relations avec la Légation de France ont été entravées pendant 
le cours de 1'été par la dispersion du personnel de 1'ambassade 
britannique entre trois résidences: Tripoli, Benghazi et 
Cyrene. 


La Légation de France en Libye, s ‘efforcera, pour sa part, 
de renouer des contacts qui ont déja donné quelques résultats 
et qu'il y aurait avantage a multiplier. 


Le Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres prend note avec 
gratitude des nouvelles assurances recemment données au 
linistere des Affaires Marocaines et Tunisiennes concernant 
l'appui que le gouvernement britannique est dispose a donner 
en ce domaine au gouvernement frangais. Il serait 
reconnaissant a 1'Ambassade de Grande Bretagne de bien vouloir 
confirmer au Foreign Office l'importance qu'il attache a ce 
que la collaboration des services , rangais et britanniques soit 
maintenue et si possible développée. 


AMBASSADE DE GRANDE BRETAGNE 
& PARIS 
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~~ FOREIGN OFFICK, S.W.1. 
E1o8ify cut 


November 29, 1954 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Beor Lowy, 

Thank you for your letter 1079/67/54 of Novewber 19, 
enclosing the aide=mémoire which iaillard gave to Beith on 
November 17, about the activities of Tunisian Terrorists in 
Libya. 


Be es are rather surprised at the contents of the aide- 
mei noire, which seem to show that the French have muh sunderstood 
told them on several occasions (see for instance 
sir A. Kirkbride JF 1081/2 of June 23), namely 
"quite prepared to use our good ‘offices with 
ns over this matter, it is essential that the French 
should supply us with detailed information on which to base 
any action with the Libyans, and that they themselves should 
take the lead in raising the matter with the Libyan Government. 
The pesenry responsibility for providing information must 
indeed res squarely with the French. 


Se it is true, oi course, that the French may feel that we 
are in a better. position than they to provide inforuation about 
what, iz anything, is going on in Libya itself, and the second 
para ‘raph of the #rench aide-memoire does indicate that we may 
have been able to pass something across to the French. Even 
So, we Pind it a little cirricult to understand the reference 
in the French aide-suémoire to the breaking of contacts with us 
owing to the dispersal of our Himbassy in Libya during the 
summer , since we had a number of letters from Sir A. Kirkbride 
during that time recording conversations with his Preneh 
colleague. “Tt may be, of course, that the phrase “Services 
pritenniques" refers to something other than our Embassy. 

But ever so, the “renech would have had plenty of opportunity 
of raising these questions as between the two Missions during 
the summer period if they had wished. 


4. il am sending a copy of this letter to Tripoli and 
Songhua, and should be grateful for any comaents they have on 
this aspect of the question, and on the French recuest for 

the maintenance and development of the contacts which, 
according to them, previously existed. 


As A. Duff ESQe5 Ds 340s D.8.C<%5 
British Embassy, 
Paris. 


me Bewley, 
No. Loro/a/sy 
Dated See UR 
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British Embassy in Libya, 
Tripoli. 


1030/21/54. December 3, 1954. 
Confidential 


LILO LN AM A ITED ELE DERE 
= 


IJgr (OS{{( 2 [Noaxeo 


My dear Bromley, 


I refer to your letter JF 1081/17 of the 30th of November, 
1954, about the activity of Tunisian terrorists in Libya. 


2s The French suggestion that there was any break in contacts 
on this question during the summer of 1954 is, as you point out, 
entirely without foundation. I met Dumarcay every time he came 
to Cyrenaica during the summer and contact was maintained in 
Tripoli through Clinton-Thomas and later Ravensdale during the 
same period. 


te It is abundantly clear that the French have no evidence, 

in the true sense of that word, of any link between the Tunisian 
refugees in Libya and terroristic activities in Tunisia. The 
French officials in Tunisia long to pin the responsibility for 
their failure to cope with the terrorists in Tunisia on the 
unfortunate British in Libya for not having made the Libyan 
Government do its stuff. They now appear to be trying to 
explain away the failure of the said British to produce evidence 
that they, the British, have not done their duty. 


Lbs I am copying this letter to Duff in Paris. 


Yours ever, 


cee re aie 


T.E. Bromley, Esq., 
African Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


Activities of Tunisians in Libya: arms smuggling and repatriation of 
Tunisian refugees. 1954. MS Refugee Records from the General 
Correspondence Files of the Political Departments of the Foreign 
Office, Record Group 371, 1947-1970 FO 371/108601. The National 
Archives (Kew, United Kingdom). 


